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CANNABIS AND HEMP SELECT COMMITTEE 
Establishment — Motion 

HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [5.16 pm]: I rise to propose the motion in my name, that a select 
committee be established to inquire into and report on the potential to amend the current legislation and regulations 
that apply to cannabis and hemp in Western Australia with particular reference to — 

(a) the current barriers to pharmaceutical and nutraceutical use of cannabinoid products; 
(b) medicinal cannabis, its prescription, availability and affordability; and 
(c) the potential benefits and risks of permitting industrial hemp for human consumption. 

Members might normally expect me to wax lyrical at this point, and I hesitate to disappoint, but I shall keep my 
remarks relatively brief, partly because I believe the motion speaks for itself, but also because we have had extensive 
discussions behind the chair to reach this stage and I understand that I might be in the enviable position to hope 
for both government and opposition support. 
I will say that, as a doctor, I see daily examples of patients who would clearly benefit from access to medicinal 
cannabis but who are unable to gain that access for a variety of reasons, not the least of which are financial. I am 
encouraged that the government is willing to look at these circumstances and hope that we can propose — 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Steve Martin): Excuse me, member, if I could just interrupt. I might get you 
to move the motion. I assume you are making a speech at the moment, but you have not moved the motion. All you 
have to do is move the motion in your name. 
Hon Dr BRIAN WALKER: I said at the very beginning that “I rise to propose the motion in my name”. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT: My task is now to read the motion, which is — 

(1) A select committee to be known as the Cannabis and Hemp Select Committee is established. 
(2) The select committee is to inquire into and report on the potential to amend the current legislation 

and regulations that apply to cannabis and hemp in Western Australia, with particular reference to — 
(a) the current barriers to pharmaceutical and nutraceutical use of cannabinoid products; 
(b) medicinal cannabis, its prescription, availability and affordability; and 
(c) the potential benefits and risks of permitting industrial hemp for human consumption. 

(3) The select committee shall consist of five members—namely, Hon Dr Brian Walker, chair; 
Hon Matthew Swinbourn, deputy chair; Hon Jackie Jarvis; Hon Lorna Harper; and Hon James 
Hayward. 

(4) The select committee may table interim reports, and is to table its final report by no later than 
12 months after the committee has been established. 

Hon Dr BRIAN WALKER: I thank the Acting President. I will carry on because the Acting President read out 
the remit for the committee. I was commenting on the daily examples that I see of patients being unable to access it, 
and I am encouraged that we will be able to look at this in more detail. As a case in point, keeping this short, we might 
look at Ms Oddy down in Albany, who was in court just last week, I think it was. She was fined a considerable 
amount of money for making her own cannabis oil to relieve ongoing pain. Ironically, she opted to break the law 
because she could not afford to fill a medicinal cannabis script on a regular basis. Instead, she now sees herself paying 
a considerable sum to the state. This is the insufferable contradiction we find so often, members, and one that I am 
encouraged to think the select committee will be able to examine in detail, and reflect upon certain of its conclusions. 

In my own electorate office in the last week, I heard from a constituent who had his legally prescribed medicinal 
cannabis seized by the police and had to fight for its return. How many sick and vulnerable people find themselves 
in a similar position, and how regularly? I do not now, but it is something that I hope a properly constituted committee 
can help us to shed some light on. 
Similarly, a driver who rang my office a few days ago had been stopped by the police, and tested positive for traces 
of tetrahydrocannabinol—THC—from his legally obtained prescription medicine. He was not impaired, and yet 
faces the loss of his licence and, potentially, his livelihood. Other states have moved to plug these gaps in their 
own laws, and I hope that after proper investigation, we might do likewise here in WA. I am encouraged that the 
scope of the committee, as laid out in the motion before us, will allow us to look at these issues, and more, as they 
relate to the medicinal prescription of cannabis. 
My concerns, and those of fellow members I am sure, are not purely medical, however; they are also economic. 
I have toured any number of facilities across WA since my election, and I have seen the great potential that many 
savvy business people—more savvy than me, I might add—see in permitting hemp for human consumption. Only 
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yesterday, I welcomed Denmark entrepreneur and industrial hemp grower Stephen Birkbeck to address a group of 
colleagues on the potential he sees in the industry, if only we can get government out of its way by streamlining current 
legislation and regulations that relate to hemp growth and the uses to which the various parts of the plant—not only the 
flower, but also the non-THC components—can be put. I want to see our economy grow where it safely can. For that 
reason, I am very happy that the human consumption of hemp has been included within our terms of reference. 

As I said a moment ago, I am hopeful that this motion will attract the support of the government, and I will be grateful 
for that support, not for my own sake, but for the sake of all those who are currently experiencing difficulties accessing 
medicinal cannabis, and for those companies attempting to enter potentially profitable hemp markets. Those people—
the ordinary, hardworking people of WA—will thank us, I feel sure, if such a committee is established, and is then 
able to make recommendations regarding such laws and regulations as may currently be hindering best efforts in 
either of these important areas. 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (South West — Minister for Regional Development) [5.22 pm]: I thank the 
member for moving the motion and indicate that the government will support it. We have worked behind the scenes 
with the member to come up with terms of reference that we think can produce a result that is translatable into action. In 
the past, we have had a number of inquiries of such a nature that the prospect of anything coming from them was a bit 
limited, but by being able to refine down exactly what we are talking about, I think we will see some really positive action. 
Firstly, I will talk about the difficulty of obtaining medicinal cannabis. As we know, in its last term, our government 
authorised the use of medicinal cannabis. Certainly, the Premier has been a great proponent of that for many years, but 
we know that the availability for many people is limited. The range of applications that it has been authorised for is 
limited, and I think a parliamentary inquiry is ideally suited to take evidence on that issue and consider how we can look 
at expanding medicinal cannabis. It is really important for us to make clear that medicinal cannabis preparations involve 
both the psychotropic THC as well as the cannabidiol—CBD—element. That is the medicinal cannabis part of it. 

The second part we are interested in looking at is the barrier to the pharmaceutical and nutraceutical use of just the 
CBD product. We all took heart, and our government supported it, when CBD was moved down into schedule 3 
of the federal legislation. However, the reality is that that has actually not resulted in anything happening because 
the restrictions that have been built by the Therapeutic Goods Administration around this are of such a nature that 
not a single product has been authorised. In this case we are talking about a product that has nothing to do with the 
psychotropic, just the CBD. A parliamentary inquiry will be really well placed to look at that issue. One of the 
arguments that has been used is the possible interaction between CBD and other prescription drugs, but I think it 
is important for us to separate fact from fiction here. We know that fish oil, for example, has the potential to interact 
with other pharmaceuticals but we do not put fish oil on the poison schedule because of that. A bit of truth telling 
about what is really going on here will be important. 
Finally, on the potential benefits and risk for permitting industrial hemp—member, industrial hemp—for human 
consumption, again, we are talking about the very low THC product and the degree to which there is any possible 
incretion of THC from that low-level product being used for food consumption. Many of us will be well aware of 
the research that says that this product could be a very powerful anti-inflammatory. The entourage effect of using 
industrial hemp and the many terpenes that are within it seems to be quite persuasive. We need to disengage this 
from the war on drugs language and look at what are the potential benefits and the potential risks if we get to the 
point at which industrial hemp can be used for food consumption. I think a very good team has been nominated for 
this committee and I personally very much look forward to its deliberations and report. 
Question put and passed. 
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